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Dan Giles does not call himself
a religlous man. But he has, he
says, respect for God, those who
\:;n.’alp.mdmnnumenu Inspired

All of which leads the Go-year-
old welder from Silver Lake to a
quandary when he considers Lhe
stack of wrought iren gates rest-
ing In his yard: He got them as
scrap and now [igures they'll
Ietch $50,000,
For decades, the eight gold-
painted gates, each weighing sev-
eral hundred pounds, adorped the
shrine to the Vlrgin of Guadalupe
at St. Viblana's Cathedral in
dawntown Los Angeles. :
But four. years ago, about the
time, damage threat-
ened St. Viblana's with a wreck-
ing ball, Giles helped dismantle
the slirine and placed the gates

I'I'!..T 1 I..II ne-
Dan Glles displays gates that were part of a shrine at St. Vibl-
ana's Cathedral. The archdiocese asked hlrn to haul tham m away.
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reflection, welder who again wmli:m a[t the crippled ca-
i thedral wi joreman told him

hauled the wrﬂught mron to get rid ﬂi"ﬂ:l:

“He asked ‘me‘how much I

wanled Lo haul them y Giles
offers them for $50,000. recalled Tuesday. T just swal-
: . lowed and said I'd take them for
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Now, Giles has the gates for

sale on the Internet—$50,000 for
the lot. .

“I have a gmt respect for the

church," he said, “but at the same
time, what are they doing throw-
ing these things out?"

Then again, Glles acknowl-

edged his oyn dilemma. He's the
one Lrying to unload them now.,

AL the archdiocese, spokesman

Tod Tamberg conflirmed Tuesday -
that the gates were part of a
shrine at St. Vibiana's that was
disassembled when church offi-
cials concluded that they could
not continue using the cathedral.
After being placed oulside the ca-
Lhedral, Tamberg said, the gates
were removed when an order was
Eiven todeinupSLmamtu-
terior.

"It was a mistake," Tamberg

said. "It wasn't just set aside with
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Officials Ask Welder to Return Historic Church Gates
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Almost two years ago, welder
Dan Giles rescued eight gold-
painted gates Lo a shrine at St
Vibiana's Cathegdral from a scrap
heap.

On Wesnesday, Lhe Roman
Cathelic Archdiocese of Los An-

geles, the Los Angeles Conser- *

vancy and an altorney with a pow-
erful Los Angeles law [irm said
they want the gates returned.

"We are going to ask for the
gates,” suid archdiocese spokes-
man Tod Tamberg.

The request followed a Times
story Wednesday that recounted
how Giles avns given the ornate
gates by a construction
for the archdlooesn while working

yard since May 1999, Giles said, he
recently decided to auction them
on the Internet, and that's when
the controversy began.

Early Wednesday, attorney Wil-
liam Delvac said, he was contacted
by one of the top officials of the
archdiocese, Msgr. Terance Flem~
ing, and asked to call Giles about
the gates.

“] think the starting position [Tor
negotiations] l.l that the gates were
moved In error,” said Delvac, whose
clients include Lhe conservancy.

“Mistakes happen. People are
human,” sald Delvac, a lawyer with
Latham & Watkins who has also
represented the archdiocese,

Olficials were so serious about

the gates that Delvac
contacled the Internet auction
company to have the items re-

gates off the auction block.

Giles said he was uncertain
whether he will simply hand over
the gates. y

“What am I going to do? I don't
know,” the 60-year-old Silver Lake
resident said.

Although he agreed to remove
the gates [rom the auclion and meet
with Delvac, Giles said, he was trou-
bled by what he considered threats
of legal action if he did not haul Lhe
items back to SL Vibiana's.

Delvac “said It was inappropriate
that I have the items," Glles sald.
“Bul I dont think so. [ think it was
inappropriate the way the church
handled them, just tossing them
aside.”

Delvac said he simply told Giles
he wanted to make sure "nothing
bad bappens™ to the gates, and said

- “The plan for the f.urmer ca-
thedral is to reuse it as a preform-
ing arts venue and the plan for the
rehabilitation {s in its . . . forma-
tive stages,” Delvac said.

Linda Dishman, executive direc-
tor of the conservancy, said it was
likely that the gates would be re-
turned Lo St. Vibiana's interior,

Neither she nor Delvac, how-
ever, said a.decision has been
reached about financially compen-
sating Giles for the gates.

And that could prolong the dis-
pute,

“T'm not broke, but I do wark for
room and board,” said Giles. I told
the atlomey, "You have tens of mil-
lions of dollars Moating around In
the church. You are building a new
cathedral.’ And al the same time,
they are asking me to make a senti-
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disdain, *

*You have to put t.hlngu some-
place and this is‘where they ‘were
placed, unfortunately,” Tamberg
sald. "And I don't think there is
much we can do about it now.”

St. Vibiana's, a Spanish Baroque-
style structure just two blocks
south of City Hall, was bullt in 1876
and served as the serene Roman
Catholic cathedral of Los Angeles
until the Northridge earthquake of
1994, Two years later, declared un-
safe without lignlﬂcam repairs, it
was shuttered and plans were
launched for the archdiocese’s new

cathedral—the $163-million .Our
Lady of the

Angels, ;
Enter Glles, a onetime social

warker from Toledo,

Though he had performed vari-
ous jobs at St."Viblana's for almgst
a decade, Giles said, it was in 1997
.that he was called to help with the
dlmmtl!ng of the cathedral’s In-

"lwn the repairman for stuff
that fell between licensed contrac-
tors and basic on-site maintenance
people,” he said. “If they had a
busted faucet or a broken tile or
needed some simple security .
forlﬂmiwuthemmnthey

"When the dlsmanumg prn}ect
‘was underway, Giles.sald, he per-
"a crew that re-
ymoved all the cathedral's pews.
Many of them were taken to a Ko-
rean church, Giles said, while the
rest were put into stor-
“age in the basement of the Los An-
se.lu‘l‘imubuﬂding
“About the same Ume, I was l.uld
.to dismantie the shrine and to just
‘take all of the steel . . . and stack
it," Giles said. ¥'And Lhat is where
[it] sat fora couple of years.” -
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1999, Giles' work assignment at St.
Vibiana's included the following:
“Restack woodpile. Clean area. Re-
move scrap metal and reusable
gales,”

In the margin was this entry:
MN o 'Chﬂ.rxﬁ-"

Several months after bringing he
gates home, Giles sald, he was of-
fered $3,000 [or one of them by a
neighbor's friend. But he refused to
break up the seL.

Then, a month ago, Glles sald he
decided Lo put the gates up for auc-
tion on the Internet afler hearing
about developer Tom Gilmore's
plans to turn St Vibiana's Into a
boutique hotel, restaurant and
academy for the arts. .

If those plans are ot inspiring
an outery, Giles sald, nelther
should his. “So," he sald “my soul
Is resting a little bit lighter."

Still, Giles said, he is torn aboul
how such a shrine could be disman-
tled, let alone glven away for scrap.

*The shrine was magnificent and
the gates are of Buckingham Pal-
ace quality,” Giles said. "My God,
they are beautiful.”

Said Glles: *1 can just Imagine a
priest saying 100 years ago we wan!

to build a shrine to Our Lady ol
Guadalupe and his people contrib-
ute . . . quarters and nickels an

“And then, years laler . . . the)
just throw the things out.”

Times lbrartan John Tyrrell contrlb
uled to this story.



