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Happy to Eat My Words About Vibiana

by Sue Laris
Published: Friday, November 18, 2005 5:35 PM PST

There are times when it feels great to be wrong. In 1996 I didn't think there was any way to save the Cathedral of !
Second and Main streets. I thought tearing it down was painfully inevitable. I loved the bell tower and its cupola, b
earthquake had damaged the bell tower beyond repair, or so I thought.

I believed the threats from Cardinal Roger Mahony that he would move the construction of a new cathedral out of C
wasn't given permission to build it on the Vibiana site. He had primary funders who insisted, he said, on a new cath:
renovation of the old one.

I wrote and published about 800 words in this space, making the case that the L.A. Conservancy should stop its effo
endearing old symbol of early Los Angeles life, and that the Conservancy was in the way of something good that cot
block sure to be abandoned and derelict.

It is now my pleasure to eat those 800 words.

As reported in detail on page 1 in this week's paper, the structure was ultimately and dramatically saved, literally a
minute, by a court order issued while the wrecking ball was poised to do its nasty work. Flash forward to a recent S
as the Conservancy, accompanied by community leaders and many invited guests, fted the reconceived space and 1
reopening, calling the event a "resurrection" and "rebirth," appropriate since the space had been dormant for nine y

Chatting in the Choir Loft

No longer a cathedral, the rechristened Vibiana Place is a location for private events and, hopefully, for performing
programming. On reopening night, arranged for the Conservancy's annual fundraiser, the courtyard was lovely, anc
interior space was comfortable with overstuffed chairs and sofas. There was plenty of room for large linen-covered
as food stations encirclina the bellv of the former cathedral. The interior was nainted white. A sizeahle har dominate

An article says a Korean church bought the 125 year old benches and pews. They were very nice
people that day. The day they took the pews is the same day I took the sculpture down. Except,
they only took half the pews. I hired a ten-man crew and 20' truck, and the other half of the
benches I personally saw to their storage in the basement of the main L.A. Times building. I
asked the Korean people to take a photo of the gates, and they were nice enough to do that and
send it to me. We did this before I began roughly dismantling the sculpture assembly, having
been told to have it down that same day. I turned the photo in with my invoice not knowing there
were no future plans for the sculpture. A copy of a picture of the Lady of Guadalupe was
removed as well from the site.





