














A Centennial History

Riordan advocated erecting “a temporary church on the
site” which could be used while construction on the cathe-

~ dral was in progress.”*

Riordan's discouraging rermarks had little effect on the
southland prelate who recalled that similar observations
were made about the first Cathedral In Los Angeles during
the 1870s. In any case, Conaty comforted his metropolitan
by saying that, “I am in no great hurry and do not intend
to do anything until I know all the details.” **

Originally, the bishop had hoped to put the cornerstone
in place June. 23, 1905, but Archbishop Riordan’s absence
in the east caused postponement until after Conaty’s trip to
Rome the following year, Planning went ahead though and
in March of 1008, The Tidings told its readers: “The new
cathedral, when completed, will perhaps typify better than
any other public building the progress of the Southland.”*°

The unforeseen financial depression of late 1007 brought
to a grinding halt the entire Cathedral project. Even this
disappointment did not daunt the bishop, for he noted that
the delay gave an opportunity to develop charity work.”
Realizing that the Cathedral would be postponed for some
years, Conaty decided to follow Archbishop Riordan’s advice
and erect a chapel on the projected site. On July 27, 1908,
Monsignor Patrick Hartnett, pastor of Saint Viblana’s Ca-
thedral, blessed the new edifice and placed it under the
spiritual patronage of Our Lady of Guadalipe.”™

Despite the manifold problems Conaty encountered, he

never entirely abandoned his grandiose plans. In 1810, a
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Saint Viblana's Cathedral

prominent Los Angeles newspaper spoke in great detail
about “Bishop Conaty’s determination to proceed with the
erection of the $1,000,000 cathedral in this city, the plans
of which have just been approved and accepted.” ™

Two years later, the bishop asked an old friend, Joseph
Mesimer, to check out the possibility of purchasing the six
and a half acre property of A, H. Busch at the southeast
corner of Vermont and Wilshire for a possible Cathedral
site.” Even some years after the bishop’s death, thers was
speculation about possibly building “Conaty’s Cathedral,”
and in 1923, sketches of the proposed edifice appeared in
at least one national architectural publication,’

Today, the principal benefactor of the “Cathedral-that-
never-was” is historic old Saint Viblana's. Seventy-two years
after the pope authorized its demolishment, the proud
Mother-Church of California’s southland stands as the cen-
terpiece of & whole new urban renewal project, smiling down
on the dreams of yesteryeaxs!

A Parocuiarn “Auma Mater”

In fts earliest years, Saint Vibiana's Cathedral was a
chapel-of-ease without parochial boundaries .and, during
that time, the Reverend Peter Verdaguer,’® pastor of the
Plaza Church of Nuestra Sefiora de los Angeles, functioned
as nominal pastor or administrator, Some months after com:
pletion of the edifice, Father Verdaguer purchased adjoining
property to the north with a frontage of sixty feet and
thereon erected a modest residence for the bishop and
priests in 1877-1878, The two-story brick building was set
back about twenty feet from the sidewalk on a line even
with the facade of the Cathedral.

Business gradually began creeping down Main Street,
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