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N
EARLY500yearaago. near 

, prescnt.<Jay Mexico City, an 
, "Indio" peasant was ~1:ct 

by an apparition - the YlSlOl' 

oia ~ wbo,spealdnghis'Nahllati 
lan.,"Ul\ge, Illentlfie.tl herself as the Lady 
ofGuadalup.;. The.'OIi1J!Jl addressed 
the man, called Juan Diego, as "my son,' 
Slle irutrueted him to bring ber me;..<oa&e 
to theardlbishop. but he pn:itested. «1 
lI1D j u'>t a back-frame~ - . u hauler of 
loads. The woman &ald." 1have rhost>:n 
Voll." 
, s!U~ enough. the Spnnish bishop 
refused to bo.>lieve the Peasant. Juan 
Diego returned to the piace.1U1d again 
the Lady appeared. She lostrucft.'d hun 
to gathedluwenrfroru the hillsilie. He 
filled Wscloakwith petals -01 miracle, 
s1ru:e ltwas wtlltCf -nnd WEnt bal:kto 
the bt~hop. Nowbe flung, his~oiI.k 0 
the flowers fell at the bt~bl1P's feet, and 
lhen,lo and 11cl1oW, theysnwthe Lad}".!; 
dark~ bIl~emblazunedon 
Juan Diego's cloak 

This week,oounUt!S.,peoplewill 

OlIr Laoy spoke the,peasant's language 
veneratl> lbatiinage on the cloak in the 
Basilica of Our u.dyofGuadalupe in 
M~xlco City, markingDec. 12 as Guada­
lupe Day and Dec. 9 as the fea.'ItofSt 
JUlin Diego. Our lAdy ofGuadalupe's 
l'll1t spread to wherever Spanish IS 5po­

J.:en, and IWW 1.rlUI9:t1Id:. the Ruman 
..:.olhoIidsm unls o.>imn,. 11le Virgin of 

nlillmlyofMc'rloll 
_ Il"detn fdc:nt4): OLren 

tala>n It; an o:mblem l'1fthe Spanish 
rmpcs'Jioo gn native culture, the trndi.. 
lion lIllly bf.>tt, '.' lie S(' en lisa symbol of 
the waytn~nou.; peOples tunled the 

on theo;mqulstedors, who~ 
oonqu~tofMm'O in 1521 predated the 
apparl~inn byonly 10 years: That th~ 
Christian Mother ofGod could addrei~~ a 
naiiVI! !lVl!IJ'tIlllI:l as "my son.,"3SSllIIlint; 
in effed, the traditional role ofthe • .ut~ 

OIllf'S til her," as !.he Harvard scholar 
David Carnisco told me. "No'matter 
what ethrucity, mcc, or even rellgiOJl 
She belongs to all.'' ' 

Ata time when Innguag..: was divislw: 
iUld decisive, ,helld~'Julin Oi, 
in his owu tongue ' - and that detJll 
oontmUP.IJ to make !.he poin\.ln North 
America, the self-aggrandizing religious 
and c;ulturnJ n..,,~umptIClllS of the found· 
ingAnglo sl!ttlers were clJallengl:d by 
sub.<;equent waves ofNew World lm 
Ollgration, but the structnre of White, 

Al 

[o'Jt~~ng5llpmnw.·ywa.' nevi 
Spciking mythical!;. ifthe 

_1 

BIe!!St?d Mother were to appear In the 
Utilleci SUtcstuday. she WlJuld Ix: ex­
pel.1Cd by the m.ajorityoospeai( Englisl
- but would she?Shcwlluld bee\--pect­
ed. equally, tabe mnte-sklnned. That 
maj\lIity ~ shrinking 

Cultnrru intermlngliI\g is a fact of til 
new American ,condition, but manynre 
upset by it -- especially because Mex­
icans representth~vnnguard ofchangl 
Resisting that change - whicll in the 
United Slate:; bclb.down to a final dcleat 
of white!upremacy - means denigral, 
tng Mexiclns a.~ mere back-frames. and 
rejecting their langUllgll.This.is the 
S\lb~ ofthe US Senate's refu.;al, yet 
again, to lake up a;.inprehr.nsive inl­
mJ~Uon refurm, me t'Jug-promised 
creatlonl,rl'a path to citizenship for so 
rnan,Y'Who alrcnd>' enrlt'll Urls (;I)untry. 

GuJdiJ1me 
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